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ASSMC Presidential reelection begins Thursday

Insight into
professors'
lives

Public forum to be held on Wednesday for candidates Nielsen, Morton

bV Michael Bruer
Editor-in-Chief

bv Freddie Silveria
ASSMC President

Special to the Collegian -

Recently, the Associated Students of Saint Mary's College
(ASSMC) held the 2011-2012
student governance elections. We,
the Associated Students would like
to first thank all those who ran and

congratulate all those who will be
serving the student body next year.
Moreover, today we are here to
report what happened with the
ASSMC Presidential election.

Prior to the election, a case was
brought forth to the Election Commission (elected student officers
that ensure a positive and clean
election) regarding negative cam-

paigning on Facebook by one of
the candidate's campaign members.
The Election Commission then
made a ruling to disqualify that
candidate on the grounds of violating the "Election Guidelines." The
candidate then appealed the ruling
to the Judicial Tribunal (appointed
see ELECTIONS, p3

Professor of the Year is the 'luckiest man in the world'
Steve Sloane of the Sociology Department is 'encouraged to teach the liberating art of life'
bv Jeannine Abusharkh
Assistant News Editor

Thursday evening Saint Mary's
College paid tribute to the Professor
of the Year: Stephen Sloane. Sloane
was selected as Professor of the
Year based off positive comments
from students and colleagues. He
was described by faculty as a "gem"
and as a man that lives and practices what he teaches. Sloane's colleagues and friends filled the Soda
Center to congratulate him on the
prestigious award. As Sloane began
his speech he said, "I'm honored to
be selected ... I feel like the luckiest man in the world." He went on
to describe the people and places
that contributed to how he found
himself to be the luckiest man in
the world.
Before being hired at Saint
Mary's College, Sloane acquired
a number of degrees ranging from

engineering to political science.
Sloane believes that "when one
discovers the world, one discovers
himself." He said, "It wasn't until I
came [to Saint Mary's College] that
I discovered myself." Saint Mary's
College made Sloane ask the "so
what?" question. That question
forced him "try to leap out of the
mode of normal convention." As a
professor, he is constantly seeking
wisdom and knowledge and he
discussed how his January Term
courses help him do that.
In his speech, he spoke directly
to faculty and said, "The thrust of
our efforts should be to lead our students and ourselves to their authentic selves," and, "the results of our
teaching and researching inspires
virtue [in students]." Sloane said
how lucky he felt and that he was
so glad that everyone he wanted to
be at his speech came to see him
including his family. He called

upon several
professors in
the audience
and praised
them for
their expertise. He also
praised the
College and
said, "Here I
am, encouraged to teach
the liberating
art of life."
Sloane finally
honored his
wife by describing the
way in which
they met
and thanked
her for making him "the
luckiest man
in the world."
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Last Thursday afternoon in the
intimate setting of the Founders
Dining Room, students, staff and
faculty alike listened as Professor
Zarnoth of the Psychology Department and Professor Tsukahara
of the Integral Program presented
the results of their separate sabbaticals.
Entitled "Social Identity, Social
Induction, and the Avoidance
of Blame in Groups," Zarnoth's
presentation included the help of
many students, chiefly Ashleigh
Landau, Bryanne Truttman, and
Scarlett Sidley. The experiment
was meant to shed light on the
self-serving bias, which Zarnoth
defined in his presentation as a
situation in which someone takes
credit for their success and rejects
blame for their failures. By contrast, the group-serving bias was
defined as a situation in which we
typically assign greater responsibility to our group members if we
are successful than if we fail. The
experiment consisted of groups of
three persons, who first interacted
in a bonding exercise and took a
test which measured their individual self-esteem as well as their
collective self-esteem. The group
was then presented with a puzzle
task, and gave their feedback to
the research team before taking
an attribution questionnaire. The
task involved solving a puzzle task
where only one group member
was allowed to talk and look at the
completed puzzle, while the other
two members were not allowed to
talk and had to listen to the first
group member for instruction. Finally, the group again took the test
to measure their individual and
collective self-esteem to conclude
the experiment.
Professor Ted Tsukahara began
his presentation by giving a brief
history of the process that led up
to his first sabbatical in the mid
1970's. His presentation was titled
"A Tale of Two Sabbaticals: The
Examined Life of a Lapsed Economist." He began by explaining that
his own life cycle was not typical,
but it also is not a bad one to follow. His first sabbatical looked at
some of the economic aspects of
health care at the time, although
not in the popular way that was
garnering much of the media attention. As he continued to study
and reached Saint Mary's, he was
introduced to the Just Wage theory
as a part of Catholic Social Teaching, as well as not-for-profit Public
Policy in the Education sector.
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My years at
Saint Mary's
College

THE
COLLEGIAN

As we grow steadily closer to
graduation for some, and the end
of the school year for others, I
wanted to take one last look back
at the school we all call home.
For me, the journey began in
2006 when I enrolled as a Gael.
Back then I did not realize to the
full extent I do now some of the
pitfalls of Saint Mary's College
as well as some of its greater
aspects.
Let me start by pointing out the
troubling parts of our Lasallian
Institution. First and foremost,
our identity as a Catholic college
is in name only. We have a Women's Resource Center (WRC)
which is rumored to be sending
young women to Planned Parenthood, an organization which
is definitively and diametrically
opposed to the Catholic Church.
I concede that a Gay-Straight
Alliance (GSA) does have good
intentions, but from my experience and the anecdotes of others,
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I have found it to be a breeding
ground for anti-Catholic sentiment. Events such as the BASH
undermine the integrity of our
school as a Catholic University.
The organizers of the since extinct "Our Struggle is tied with
yours" included members of the
GSA as well as supporters of the
WRC who asked for such things
as gender neutral housing and
condoms on campus. Both of
these so-called demands not only
ostracized the student body and
faculty, but they also managed
to demonstrate the clear lack of
understanding of basic Catholic
teaching.
To say that a glance at the
speakers brought onto our campus over the years illustrates our
liberal leanings is an understatement. Bill Ayers and Gloria
Steinem are two excellent examples of the clear bias towards
liberal speakers on our Moraga
campus. Gloria is an outspoken
advocate of abortion, while Bill
Ayers, well, let's just say his
track record speaks for itself:
public bombings in the 60's and
70's with the Weather Underground, a self-described communist revolution group. A third
controversial speaker brought to
the campus on the Saint Mary's
budget was Kathleen Kennedy
Townsend, a woman whose most
recent claim to fame was the
leading question "Is President
Obama more Catholic than the
Pope?" in an article for Newsweek. The fact of the matter is,
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04/08/2011
12:50a.m.
Incident: Information.
Synopsis: Suspicious circumstances involving non-student in More
Hall; referred to Community Life.
04/08/2011
1:22 a.m.
Incident: Information only.
Synopsis: Missing TV monitor in
lobby of Soda Center found to be
out of order in closet; case closed.
04/08/11
11:47 p.m.
Incident: Information.
Synopsis: Confiscated alcohol in
Justin Hall; referred to Community Life.
04/09/2011
12:11 a.m.
Incident: Damage to college property.
Synopsis: Damage to_ceiling panels in hallway of Augustine Hall;
referred to Community Life and
Facilities Services.
04/09/2011
5:07 p.m.
Incident: Property damage.
Synopsis: Damage to vehicle windshield from lacrosse ball in lacrosse
parking lot; referred to Athletics
and Loss Prevention.
04/10/2011
11:48 a.m.
Incident: Medical assist.
Synopsis: Deep cut on right lip off
athlete on lacrosse field - no transport; referred to Community Life
and Health & Wellness Center.
04/10/2011
2:25 p.m.
Incident: Medical assist.
Synopsis: Deep laceration to forehead -transported to John Muir
Hospital from soccer field; referred
to Community Life and Health &
Wellness Center.
04/12/2011
3:37 a.m.
Incident: Student handbook violation.
Synopsis: Cohabitation in Guerrieri West; referred to Community

Life.
04/12/2011
8:25 p.m.
Incident: Damage to college property.
Synopsis: Cracked mirror in first
floor men's restroom of Justin
Hall; referred to Facilities Services.
04/12/2011
8:59 p.m.
Incident: Information.
Synopsis: Unauthorized vendor on
campus in front of library; closed.
04/12/2011
9:01 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook violation.
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana
and paraphernalia in Assumption
Hall; referred to Community Life.
04/12/2011
9:32 p.m.
Incident: Information.
Synopsis: Perspective student
requested to leave campus in De
La Salle Quad; referred to Admissions.
04/12/2011
11:03p.m.
Incident: Vandalism.
Synopsis: Damage to entry door
of Justin Hall; referred to Community Life and Facilities Services.
04113/2011
1:52 p.m.
Incident: Medical assist.
Synopsis: Student sick and having
trouble breathing in Dante Hall
- transported to Kaiser Walnut
Creek; referred to Community Life
and Health & Wellness Center.
04114/2011
3:48 p.m.
Incident: Suspicious circumstances.
Synopsis: Possible unauthorized
access to offices in Counseling
Center; suspended.
04114/2011
4:28 p.m.
Incident: Medical assist.
Synopsis: Student fainted in Madigan Gym -refused transport;
referred to Community Life and

the administration of this school
refuses to acknowledge their obscene bias, and more and more
the most outcast members of the
school are the Catholic students,
professors, and faculty.
What does it say about a college when the alumni donations
to the school come from less than
20 percent of the alumni? It is
clear from this statistic that we
are not pleasing either side of
the spectrum.
The change necessary on our
campus would have to be comprehensive and not just come
from students. Ultimately I do
believe that our college can manage to resemble a true Catholic
University in time, but until then,
I refuse to endorse this school
when it continues to provide such
blatantly anti-Catholic programming, speakers, and organizations to the community.

Wtite for The

Collegian!
Join us for
storyboard
meetings on
Mondays at 6pm

in Dante 114!

Health & Wellness Center.
04/15/2011
10:35 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook violation.
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana
and paraphernalia in town house
parking lot between Thille and
Freitas Hall; referred to Community Life.
0411712011
7:40 p.m.
Incident: Information.
Synopsis: Annoying phone calls in
Filippi Hall; suspended.
04/19/2011
10:15 a.m.
Incident: Damage to college property.
Synopsis: Broken window in Sabatte Hall; referred to Community
Life and Facilities Services.
04/25/2011
4:57 p.m.
Incident: Information only.
Synopsis: Flooding from toilet
caused damage to personal items
in Ageno C; referred to Community Life.
04/26/2011
8:50 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook violation.
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana
and paraphernalia in De La Salle
Drive adjacent Justin Hall; referred
to Community Life.
04/27/2011
9:15 a.m.
Incident: Medical Assist.
Synopsis: Fall down some stairs
in Bookstore - possible injury to
knee and back - refused transport;
referred to Community Life and
Health & Wellness Center.
04/28/2011
9:00 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook violation.
Synopsis: Possession of alcohol,
marijuana, paraphernalia, and
hookah in South Claeys; referred
to Community Life.

Week-long
contest to
conserve energy
'Flip the Switch' is good
energy saving practice
bv Brvant West
Editor-in-Chief

Project Green, an environmentally mindful on-campus
club, is sponsoring a week-long
contest called Flip the Switch this
upcoming week. The contest,
which challenges students to
conserve energy by awarding
prize money to the hall that uses
the least amount of energy for
the week, was an annual event
in years past before taking a
three-year hiatus. It started on
Sunday at midnight and will last
until Friday at 11:59 p.m.
"We just restarted Project
Green (this year), and this was
something very popular in the
past," Project Green co-President Lindsey Fukui said. "We
wanted to advertise our club
along with it. It benefits the
entire Saint Mary's College
community, and saves money
for facilities, and it's just good
practice."
In years past, Flip the Switch
lasted a month, but in an effort
to gain more student participation they cut it down to a week.
Project Green is also leading
events all week, with a showing
of the film Tapped tonight at 9:00
in Dryden and education tables
all week that aim to bring greater
awareness to environmental and
energy issues.
In the past, there were problems with students going to
other halls to consume energy,
but Fukui says Project Green
hopes that this year problems
in the contest can be avoided.
"We've informed all the RAs to
be kind of our eyes, somewhat
like referees," she said.
Prize money to the winning
hall will be donated by Facilities to the halls' RAs, who will
use the money for community
events.

Tapped will be shown
in Dryden Hall tonight

at 9 p.m.
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Saint Mary's featured as green
Project Dream 143 promotes
college by the Princeton Review cancer awareness among teens
bv Krvsta wonhen
Staff Writer

The Princeton Review recently
released its annual "Guide to 311
Green Colleges," and this year,
for the second consecutive year,
Saint Mary's was featured as one
of these green colleges. Some of
the efforts highlighted in the guide
were the College's car-sharing
program, We-Car; the Legacy

Garden, which provides food to
Oliver Hall; and the College's use
of Fair Trade coffee and locally
purchased food items. The guide
also highlighted the College's efforts to conserve water through
'green' plumbing in restrooms.
The guide gives schools a rating from 60-99, and only featured
schools with a ranking of 80 or
above in the 2011 edition. Saint
Mary's received a 'Green Rating'
of 86.

•

Storage unit rentals 24 hours a day from our kiosk.

•

Our virtual assistant Megan is here to help you or use

•

State of the Art Video Surveillance and Door Alarms

•

Call today to reserve your storage unit!

our live help line to rent from our Kiosk anytime.

a healthy, cancer-free life. The organization plans to start campaigns
and programs that will explain to

bv Briana Warner
Contributing Writer

Jarod Stossel is a seventeen year old boy and
founder of Project 143, a
non-profit group of Bay
Area teenagers that raises
money to promote cancer
awareness and support
teenagers suffering from
cancer, through the power
of music. The organization
sells merchandise such as
t-shirts, stickers, and wristbands at events such as the
Vans Warped Tour as well
as other local venues, to
aid cancer patients in need
of treatment and a cure.
All proceeds are currently
being donated to Lucille
Packard Children's Cancer
Hospital.
"The goal of Project 143 I
is to reach out to as many
people as we can and make
them aware of our cause
and what we do," Stossel
said. ''All of the proceeds
we raise from donations
and merchandise sales help
teenagers who are struggling from cancer by bringing a
source of joy into their lives. It is my
hope that Project 143 will soon travel
nationally, whether it's with the Vans
Warped Tour, or our own tour, to
make others aware of this important
cause and what they can do to help
those in need."
"Someday, I hope that Project 143
will be as well-known and respected
as organizations such as To Write
Love On Her Arms, Music Saves
Lives, and Skate 4 Cancer," said
Stossel. "I envision that as time goes
on, Project 143 will be known on a
global stage. We're still growing, and
we're definitely not stopping."
In addition to the money the organization raises at events, Project 143
also educates a wide demographic
about cancer by introducing prevention methods, tips, and facts for living

History Banquet

Wednesday, May 4
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Soda Center

Contact Susan Parr
x4420
Online Elections
Thursday, May 5
Friday, May 6

8:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.
SMC.net
Contact .Freddie Silvera

x8509
Courtesy of Briana Warner
people how they can help their cause.
At the 2009 Warped Tour, bands
such as We the Kings, Big D and the
Kids Table, and I Set My Friends on
Fire held autograph signings at the
Project 143 tent to help promote the
organization. Last Christmas, Project 143 used a portion of the money
raised to purchase iPods, iTunes gift
cards, and toys for patients at Lucille
Packard Children's Cancer Hospital.
The gifts were distributed at Christmas for teenagers in the hospital.
Currently, Project 143 is scheduled to participate at the 2011 Vans
Warped Tour this summer at all
California dates. To learn more
about the organization, visit www.
myspace.com/ project I 43cure.

Barakah Amaral, Sammie Davison,
Stefanie Delsman, Paige Palmer, and
Elisa Rodriguez contributed to this article

Sign up for our free email edition at
smccollegian.com/register!

Call now to make a reservation
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Public Forum
Wednesday, May 4
1:00 p.m. -2:00 p_m.
Delphine Intercultural Center
Contact Freddie Silvera
x8509

could be delivered to your in.box?

(925) 962-1940

ampus

x4048

Wish

3330 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, CA 94549
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Journey of the Universe
Tuesday, May 3
6:45 p.m. ~ 11 :00 p.m.
Chapel
Contact David Gentry Akin
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ELECTIONS: Future elections to ensure positive campaigning

Asian Cultural Night
'l'hursday, May 5
5:00p.m.-10:00p.m.
Soda Center
Contact Joan Iva Fawcett

x83l1
BaMe1't •S anenA;a..,
do.m. Plate of DeliciolJ.Sness
Thursday, May 5
Friday, May 6
S&turday. May 7
8:00 p.m.... 10:00 p.m.

t.eFmre Theater
Contact Cathy Davalos
x4814
Gadapalooza
satuiday, May 7
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
De La Salle Lawn

Ferroggiaro Quad
Hagerty Lounge
Library Quad
Contact Reuben Greenwald
x4704
Honors Banquet
Monday, May 9
6:00 p.m. ·~ 8:00 p.m,
Soda Center
Contact Mary Volmer
x8157

continued from page 1
NightinGacls Concerts
students that interpret and oversee
the Associations Constitution,
Bylaws, and Election Code) and
they found that the candidate was
wrongfully accused because the
Associated Students Vice President
for Administration's "Election
Guidelines" were not grounds to
disqualify someone - only the
Constitution, Bylaws, or Election
Code are grounds for disqualifi-

cation. Therefore, the Election
Commission then re-evaluated the
case and did not have substantial
evidence against the candidate.
Thus, a re-election will take place
Thursday and Friday on SMCnet
between the two candidates, Damaris Nielsen and Isaac Morton.
What have we all learned from
the recent events? First, we have
become aware that our Constitu-

tion, Bylaws, and Election Code
need to be revised for future elections to properly ensure positive
campaigning on our campus. In
addition, with the rise and use of
online social media as a means to
communicate one's message, we
must all be careful for our own
words and the words of others that
represent our candidacy platforms.
Lastly, we must recognize the

Damaris Nielsen
~

'Ddicated to "1tnpus unity and representing tlte sfuden1's ll(}ice''
- Women's Studies and CAJmmunication majM
- CILSA student leader,. 2012 dass president/or two and a half years,
sistant managerfor Gae/Vision,. The Bash Chair, and The Lounge Dnnittee member
,.,, Co-foundedLeg.acy Gardm, 1.ntplemented Wurker's Appreciation event
You've Got Served'
.., "Experienced, Innovative and Ready to make positive change/"
1

big picture here. We are all students in a learning environment.
As students, we are here to learn,
grow, and develop into people
of character and learn from our
experiences to do what is right in
our futures of service. For more
information contact the Associated Students at extension 8509 or
online at stmarys-ca. edu I student-life I

associated-students.

Isaac Morton
- Born and raised in Anti°'h, CA
- Jtnned the United States Anny at age 17
-Ea.med an honorable dl~harge after being injured in combat
- Cuwently working towards a BA in EcoMmics, and willgt'aduate i

Tuesday, May 10
8;00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Chapel
Contact Linda :Baumgardner
x4016

Planning an event?
Want it in 11re Collegian?
-mail us with the details of yo
event at:

smccollegian@gmail.com
or call for more information:
(925) 6314279

2012

- #W/th trust comes responsibility, and with responsibt1ity there mus
be trust. I intend to prove to the StudentJJody that! am wmeone they ca
trust and count <nt to get the job done."

Sorry, but due to space
limitations we cannot fist
individual club meetings.
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OPiNioN
Sony: as of
now, it only
does offline

End political nonsense, start solving problems
Considering national turmoil, less attention should be spent on frivolity
bv leah Herras
Staff Writer

bv Matthew Zeidan
Chief Copy Editor

T n the realm of advanced techno.l.Iogical products and innovation,
Sony is widely recognized as the
world leader. Recently however, the
Playstation Network and Qriocity
Services (key services offered to users with the Playstation 3 computer
entertainment system allowing for
media consumption, online gaming,
and music service), were unexpectedly shut down on April 20.
What began as an outage that, according to Sony, was supposed to last
only a "full day or two" has become
a far greater behemoth than anyone
could have imagined.
As the past two weeks have gone
by, Playstation Network users have
become frustrated over the issue.
Patrick Seybold, Senior Director
of Corporate Communications and
Social Media, has steadily updated
gamers as to the status of the network. Six days after the outage began
Seybold released a statement that
the Playstation Network had been
attacked by an outside source and
that the hackers managed to gain
access to millions of user information
(including credit card information).
Sony released several statements
saying that credit card information
was behind a very sophisticated
encryption system. Unfortunately,
this was a short-lived relief as users
were later to find out that the account
information of approximately 10
million people were compromised.
Kazuo Hirai, Executive Deputy
President of Sony Corporation, led
a media press conference on May 1
to unveil the latest plans for the company and the online gaming network.
Sony plans to turn the network back
on in a rollout-type format (certain
features have yet to be revealed in
order to insure security of the network). Sony will begin by enabling
online gaming, music streaming,
and downloaded games in terms of
regional location which had not, at
press time, been determined.
In light of this catastrophe, it seems
as though Sony (despite the fact that
the intrusion was caused by hackers)
has angered many customers by the
way it has talked to fans about the crisis. The main problem, it appears, is
that Sony communicated everything
to the users in a rather confusing
manner and certain updates have
left the fan base with more questions
than answers ..
As a Sony customer and Playstation Network user, it has been upsetting to see that an external intrusion
is costing the company more than
$40 billion.
Communications and social media can make or break the image
of any company regardless of prior
success. In this case, Sony has done
a less-than-stellar job of effectively
communicating this crisis. However,
fantastic updates down the stretch
and a gesture of goodwill have allowed Sony to save face once more.
All companies can learn from the
Sony Playstation Network crisis
and take away valuable lessons for
how to effectively communicate,
control internal/ external damage,
and fairly represent their loyal
customer base.

T

he 2008 Presidential campaign brought Hillary's
infamous tear, Sarah Patin's signature hairstyle, and of course,
rumors of Obama's foreign birth.
On April 27-nearly four years
later-President Obama released
the long-awaited document with
the warning, obviously directed
at Donald Trump: the American
people will "not be able to solve
our problems if we get distracted
by sideshows and carnival barkers." Unfortunately, the wisdom
of such a comment was lost a few
days later when Obama fired jokes
at Trump regarding the frivolous
choices made on his show and suggested that Trump would turn the
White House into a tacky casino.
In less than three weeks, I will be
a proud graduate of Saint Mary's

College of California. As I wrestle
with the gnawing uncertainty of
the next phase of life, I can say
with certainty that Washington's
circus-like performance is neither
amusing nor reassuring. The New
York Times reports an 8.9 percent
decrease in salaries for graduating
seniors with a liberal arts major is
more of a concern than whether
or not our nation's President, who
has already served for 3 years, is a
citizen. Instead of announcing
March Madness' brackets (while
failing to address issues of Libya
in a prompt matter), perhaps our
President, and those up for reelection, should spend a little more
time presenting realistic goals to
address the growing jobless rate
of 8 percent for college graduates
under the age of 25. Because currently the $787 billion Economic
Stimulus Package has failed sig-

nificantly to meet the expectation
that it would save jobs by a margin
of 200,000 to 1.6 million; any hope
of mass job creation for graduates
is dismal. While blame cannot be
placed on one sole administration, the straw-hat tactics from
potential presidential candidates
and running mates-on both sides
of the political spectrum- promise a failing leadership that will
prologue the escape out of this
economic abyss.
Yet, we are not helpless to our
situation. Instead of becoming
cynical and disheartened by the
state of our economy and politicians, we, as college students and
soon-to-be graduates, must be
willing to initiate change by ridding ourselves of the politically
apathetic stigma society has placed
upon us. Yes, we may enjoy Jersey
Shore and the Giants, but that

doesn't necessarily mean that we
have to be less passionate about the
events and responses to such that
are shaping our world. In essence,
we must stand firm against the
carnival-esque behavior of D.C.
and become vocal in reminding
those who fling silly insults across
party lines, in the looming face
of student loans and a deficiency
of jobs, such behavior is not acceptable and will not gain merit.
If anyone wishes the repeated or
initial privilege to represent us, as
critical thinkers of SMC community and citizens of this great nation, we must vote them in but only
after they have been established as
a worthy candidate. The issues we
face are simply too real to allow
another politician squander our
time, effort and money. The time
for play is over; we need change
we can truly believe in.
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Immersion breaks down borders
Students gain new perspective after experience with migrant workers
bV Angela Sterling
Contributing Writer

his spring break, I attended
the Mission & Ministry Center's Border Lives Immersion Trip.
The purpose of this trip was to educate students about the iswe of immigration from different standpoints,
including a migrant's perspective.
In order to understand the issue of
immigration, it is important to know
what caused it to commence. In
1994, the United States formed an
agreement with Mexico called the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).
This document allowed America
to trade certain goods with Mexico.
After NAFTA went into effect,
America flooded Mexico with cheap
com crippling the Mexican economy.
This caused the displacement of
approximately six million workers
in Mexico.
This decision to leave home to support your family is a courageous and
difficult decision to make. Prior to the
trip, I did not understand the extent
to which migrants put themselves at
risk when traveling to and across the
border. Migrants face harsh desert elements such as snakes, scorpions and
other wildlife; hot temperatures in
the desert often exceed one-hundred
degrees.
Robbery, rape, and other attacks
are very common along the road.
Migrants can only carry limited
supplies so they often do not have
enough water and food to last the

T

entire journey. Gangs force migrants
to pay fees to cross "their land" and
in return they agree not to kill them.
Thousands of people die every year
in these conditions, willing to take the
risk for their families.
There are many myths that circulate in terms of migrants. People
usually confuse migrants with drug
cartels; however, migrants are not
drug dealers. Another myth is that
immigrants are stealing our jobs.
What many Americans do not
realize is that migrants are actually
helpful to our economy - they do
the jobs Americans do not want:
working in fields, as janitors, or in
slaughterhouses. Another misnomer
about undocumented immigrants is
that they do not pay taxes. However,
many migrant workers who are using
false social security numbers are paying taxes and funding social security
that they cannot access. The Social

Security Administration estimated
that migrant workers paid 9 billion
dollars in taxes in 2005 alone.
Migrant workers are not criminals.
By criminalizing migrant workers,
we are wasting money and resources.
When migrant workers are caught
without documents, they are arrested, put into a detention center,
sentenced in court, and then either
serve time or are sent back to their
native country. We are spending too
much money on a failed system. If
we allowed migrants to work in the
United States with temporary work
visas, we could use our resources to
deal with the real criminals such as
drug and weapon traffickers.
In order to begin to work towards
a new solution for this issue, we must
educate ourselves about immigration. It is time to stop demonizing
undocumented workers and give
them the opportunity to work here.

Obama trumps the 'Donald'
Comb-over he/ps the home team
bv Brvant West
Editor in Chief

D

ear Donald Trump-please,
please keep running.
Two gut reactions are warring
within this bleeding-heart liberal.
First - what the heck is Donald
Trump doing even thinking about
running? How horrible is this for
American politics? What kind of
mockery is this self-deluded pompus
loud-mouth making of our political
system (as if it wasn't enough of a
farse already)?
And second - oh, please. Please,
please please keep running. Pretty
please?
Sure, everything this man has ever
done is just continued PR work for
his newest Casino or celebrity product or bottled water. Sure, he has no
political experience whatsoever Gust
two and a half years after our sitting
President Obama, was blasted right
and left forlack of experience). Sure,
he called Geroge W. Bush 'evil'
and he rode the celebrity We-LoveObama train in 2008. Sure, he's got
more background problems than
Charlie Sheen. And sure, he previously advocated single-payer health
insurance, is pro-choice and only
now apparently cares about his faith
- all things that should and would
clash with the GOP base - and this
man is actually really-probablyseriously-considering it?
And he's leading the Republican
Presidential pack, according to
polls.

That's how weak this GOP selection poll is. Mitt Romney? He
basically wrote the blueprint Obama
used for Obamacare. Sarah Palin?
Lost her luster. Tim Pawlenty? Too
boring. Michele Bachmann? Minnesota's Sarah Palin. Mike Huckabee?
Too eh. Newt Gingrich? Too many
wives. Ron Paul? Really, again?
Ryan Paul? Oh, well. Let's not
mention that one (He's scary).
Back to Trump - he's running
(so far) on basically one thing- that
whole Birther mess. The fact that
he continues to get so much press
attention (the hypocrisy of this
article does not escape me) simply
for continuing to dumb down our
collective intellegence by saying
- well, not saying, but tell us that
we REALLY should be looking at
all the stuff he's found!. .. that our
democratically elected President
is breaking the law by holding his
position.
And when Obama finally relentented, and gave in to that political
pressure and released his long-form
birth certificate - Donald stood
up at a 'Press conference' with his
gigantic Trump helicopter behind
him. He said, straight faced, "Today
I'm very proud of myself, because
I've accomplished something that
no one else has been able to accomplish".
You are definitely accomplishing
something, Trump. You're killing
the GOP's chances in 2012.
Thanks much - and much love,
Every Obama Supporter.
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Classy fashion at royal
Fleet Foxes' Helplessness Blues shows new depth, self-realization
wedding

No sign of a sophomore slump
bv Carlo Sosa
Contributing Writer

Fleet Foxes
Helplessness Blues

Photo courtesy of yahoo.com

bv S11sie Foresman
Detour Editor

Prince William's new wife, the
29-year-old Kate Middleton, has
been making waves in the fashion
world ever since the couple has
been together. Her style has always
been demure and well put together, as documented by British paparazzi over the years. She favors
tailored trench coats, tall leather
boots, and fancy decorative hats to
complement her outfits.
After years of scrutiny over
her fashion choices, Middleton
must have known that her choice
of wedding dress would be crucial
in starting her royal life (as Her
Royal Highness The Duchess of
Cambridge) appropriately. Fans
and insiders began speculating in
November as to who would be
designing the now-iconic dress,
and the frontrunner was Sarah
Burton. Burton ended up being
Middleton's top choice for a designer. Burton is the creative director for Alexander McQueen,
a famous British fashion house.
The dress for the ceremony was
an impressive long-sleeved ivory
silk and lace gown with a sweetheart neckline and a two-meter
train. Her veil featured ivory silk
tulle hand-embroidered with flowers. Middleton changed into a different dress for the reception, a
satin strapless dress with a similar
sweetheart neckline also by Sarah
Burton. She accessorized it with
an angora wool shrug.
The guests at the wedding also
made fashion waves. Middleton's
sister and maid of honor, Pippa,
also wore a dress by Sarah Burton.
It was made of slinky ivory crepe
with a cowl front and organzacovered buttons down the back.
She wore lily-of-the-valley flowers in her hair, which was styled
similarly to that of the bride. She
was so well put together that some
people accused her of trying to
steal the spotlight from her sister.
The guests also wore a large variety of fancy, colorful, and often
ridiculous hats.
The royal wedding was definitely covered quite extensively in
the American media, and it can be
argued that such coverage was unnecessary and took attention away
from the mutlitude of pressing issues that face our country today.
However, it seems that Americans
used this wedding as an excuse to
forget their daily lives for a while
and enjoy the spectacle of such a
frivolous event.

Helplessness Blues, the second
album of Seattle sextet Fleet
Foxes, is without a doubt one of
the most anticipated albums of
the year after the group mesmerized audiences with the indie
folk music of their 2008 self-titled release. Plenty of sacrifices
were made to make this record,
including a scrapped studio session that cost the band $60,000
from their own pockets and the
break-up of lead singer Robin
Pecknold and his girlfriend of
5 years. Those sacrifices did not
go to waste though, because this
record does not disappoint.
This sophomore release does
not stray far from the sound of
its predecessor. The band added
to the already effective combo
of Pecknold's sweet, honest vocals and the traditional guitar,
drums, bass and piano set-up,
by tossing in a few more instruments. Fiddles, mandolins,
lutes, flutes and multiple percussion instruments supplement the
songs with subtle textures and
bring them to a whole new level,
as heard in "Bedouin Dress"
and "Sim Sala Bim." They also
utilized soaring vocal harmonies

and choir-like backgrounds that
can both haunt and inspire listeners. Combine this with hypnotic guitar riffs and the steady
beat of a tambourine and you
get "The Plains/Bitter Dancer,"
a song that makes one feel like
he or she has been transported
to a time of jesters and drawbridges.
Lyrics-wise, Helplessness Blues
veers off from the debut album.
The songs are more personal
and not just about folk tales,
walking through forests, and
forest animals. The record takes
listeners on a journey of selfrealization, with songs about
longing and regret, questioning the meaning of life and the
reasons for why things are the
way they are. The album's first
single, "Helplessness Blues,"
portrays these themes convincingly with lines like, "And now
after some thinking, I'd say I'd
rather be I A functioning cog
in some great machinery serving something beyond me" and
"Yeah I'm tongue-tied and dizzy and I can't keep it to myself I
What good is it to sing helplessness blues, why should I wait for
anyone else?" At times, it may
even seem like the lyrics are
talking about religion and God.
The album concludes with the
song "Grown Ocean," which
talks about a dream that answers all the questions and the
melancholy, and thereby ends

this journey.
The Fleet Foxes bring us an
easy record to listen to in Helplessness Blues that will be liked by
fans old and new. The complex
layering of different tones and
textures gives us a sound that is
fresh yet familiar and leads to a

beautiful record with a deep and
meaningful message to extend
to the audience.
Grade: ADownload: "The Plains/Bitter Dancer"

Cai I lat is just average
Singer-songwriter's third album is hit or miss
bv Jazo Moises
Staff Writer

Colbie Caillat
Al/of You

In 2007, singer-songwriter
Colbie Caillat released her first
album Coco. Since then, she's
been on the Billboard Hot 100
chart with her first single "Bubbly," had an album go double
platinum, and worked with Jason Mraz to create a Grammywinning single. After her sophomore effort, she went back into
the studio to record her third album, entitled All of You.
Caillat's naturally sunny personality shines through her music. Her frequent use of upbeat
rhythms resonates throughout
the album. Her lead single, "I

Do," does this. The heavy use
of the ukulele and light percussion make listeners feel as if they
are floating in an island paradise.
She offers some slow songs as
well. One in particular, "Make
it Rain," is filled with soul and
offers the positive message of doing what you want to do.
In today's music industry, the
acoustic pop genre is filled with
two groups - the big stars (like
Jason Mraz and John Mayer)
and those attempting to make
their rise to fame. Caillat seems
to be somewhere in the middle.
There really isn't anything on
this album that defines her as a
musician in this genre. Sure, she
has a few hits, but other than
that, this album doesn't really hit
the mark.
Grade: BDownload: "Make it Rain"
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Rowing finishes their season strong

Graduating Seniors from Saint Mary's Fall Season:

Gaels break Saint Mary's records at WCC Championships

Cortesy of smcgaels.com

Rowing season ends with one of the most sucessful teams in Gael history

bV Brvant west
Editor-in-Chief

The Saint Mary's Rowing
team made history on Friday
when all three boats placed in the
West Coast Conference Championships. All three boats - the
varsity-8, second varsity-8 and
varsity-4 boats all finished third,
giving Saint Mary's an overall finish of third place with 24 points,
finishing behind San Diego (36)
and Gonzaga (30). Senior Jordan
Bonadio was named to the All-

Conference Team following the
races, the second straight year
she has received an all-conference
honor.
"That's the first time we've
ever had all boats in the top three
at WCCs," head coach Nicole
Younts told smcgaels.com. "I'm
proud of this team and especially
happy for our seniors."
The varisty-4 boat kicked off
the races, finishing third with a
time of 8:30.5, the fourth best
finish a team of four from Saint
Mary's under the current racing

format. The lineup for the varsity-4 boat was cox Kaila Garza
, 1 Ann Boyd , 3 Brandy Cho ,
2 Olivia Hua and bow Chelsea
Serrano.
The second varsity-8 race came
shortly afterwards and finished
third with a time of 7:24.2. The
Gaels came off the line tied for
fifth with Creighton, but pushed
their way up to fourth by the
thousand-meter mark and passed
LMU to move into third. The
lineup for the second varsity-8
boat was cox Lisa Wickhem , 8
Rachel Alvarez, 7 Taylor Balian
, 6 AnaKarina Castrillo, 5 Maryann Concannon, 4 Alex Iwaszewicz , 3 Nathalie Lambrecht , 2
Jillian Parlee and bow Nicolette
Pierantoni .
The varsity-8 boats finished the
day with the third third place finish a time of 7:23.8. The Gaels
started out in third and kept away
from Creighton, Santa Clara and
LMU for the entire 2,000 meters.
The lineup for the varsity-8 boat
was cox Marrah Galvin , 8 Haley
Adams , 7 Christina Bennett , 6
Jordan Bonadio , 5 Savina Brown
, 4 Michelle Burns , 3 Dana Cook
, 2 Deanna Estes and bow Laura
Kocourek.
The Gaels raced on Saturday
in the Western Intercollegiate
Rowing Association championships. Results were not available
at press time.

BASEBALL: Cal Poly up nexton the road

Men's Soccer:
Dylan Leslie (Lancaster, CA)
Erik Rivas (Long Beach, CA)
Jordan Grider (Concord, CA)

Women's Volleyball:
Kelly Houston (Encinitas, CA)
Kapua Kamana'o (Honolulu, HI)
Shannon Lowell (San Jose, CA)
Megan York (San Antonio TX)

Men's Basketball:
Mickey McConnell (Mesa, AZ)
Phil Benson (Scottsdale, AZ)

Women's Basketball:
Courtney Dunn (Berkley, CA)
Leanna Richey (Discovery Bay, CA)
Louella Tomlinson (Melbourne, Austrailia)

TITLE IX: Should more be done for equality?
continued from page 8

didn't know they were even on
the team.
Many of the universities that
are participating in these sneaky,
round-about practices are Division I schools. The top athletic
schools in the country are trying
to take the easy way out instead
of giving equal opportunity to
women. Title IX should have
been a victory and a huge step
forward for the world of female
athletes; however, it has not
reached its full potential and there
are still many schools where fund-

ing and opportunity are not equal
for men and women. The Office
for Civil Rights, which is the body
in charge of ensuring that schools
are following Title IX procedure
and regulations, needs to be more
active in checking up on schools
who are taking advantage of
loopholes in the law and not actually fulfilling its requirements.
Male and female athletes and
non-athletes can take a stand at
universities to show their interest
and support for equal opportunities in collegiate athletics.

Need a Tutor?
Get one free at the
Tutorial and Academic Skills Center
Filippi Academic Hall, Room 190

continued from page 8

continued to show improvement
over the course of the series, as
junior Toby DeMello smashed a
three-run blast to clear the bases
in the top of the third inning.
After a two run spree in the fifth
inning, the Toreros closed the
game out with five runs in the
eighth inning, en route to the
7-3 victory.
The Gaels return to action
Tuesday where they will travel to
Cal Poly to take on the Mustangs
at 6:00 p.m.

Want to work as a
Tutor?
Get a job at the
Tutorial and Academic Skills Center
Email irp l@stmarys-ca.edu
=

PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Cortesy of smcgaels.com

Sophmore Pitcher Martin Agosta was tagged the second game loss

catering for graduation

•

bistro and catering

www.hautestuffbistro.com
925/229-0521

Jordan Bonadio
Rowing

Senior Jordan Bonadio was named to the
All-Conference Team
following the wee
Championships on
Friday. It was the second straight year she
has received an allconference honor.

Courtesy of smcgaels.com
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Are colleges
following Title

IX?

Go Gaels!

Gaels drop three straight to visiting Toreros
Team improves in each game but still falls to San Diego

Krvsta Worthen
Contributing Writer

One of the major victories of
the women's rights movement for
female athletes was in 1972 when
Title IX was passed. According
toTitle IX, universities must do at
least one of the following: show
that the number of female athletes
is proportionate to the overall
number of females enrolled, show
that they have been and are working to expand opportunities for
women, and/ or prove that they
are meeting the interests and abilities of their female athletes. The
New York Times recently wrote an
article highlighting the fact that
colleges across the country are
finding loopholes around Title IX
requirements and are not giving
women equal opportunities and
funding.
The article mentioned schools
that count men who practice
with the team as athletes on
their women's teams in order to
create the image that they have
just as many female athletes as
male. Some schools will also allow higher numbers of walk-on
athletes to their female teams in
order to expand their numbers
but will not allow the same thing
for male teams. Another loophole
that schools have found is to count
athletes on a roster of a team they
do not participate on. According
to the Times article, South Florida
University added over 100 football
players and was therefore out of
balance in the number of male to
female athletes which resulted in
an attempt to expand the women's
running teams. They would have
athletes on the cross country
team who would be on the roster
but not participate in races, and
would also be on the roster for
indoor and outdoor track teams,
therefore counting the same athlete three times, boosting their
numbers. Some of these athletes,
when interviewed, stated that they

TITLEIX, p7
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Junior Pitcher Kyle Barraclough

had his five·game winning streak broken in Sunday's game versus San Diego.

bv Michael Bruer
Editor-in-Chief

The Saint Mary 's baseball
team fell on three straight days
to the University of San Diego,
with a 0-10 defeat on Friday
followed by losses of 2-8 and
3- 7 on Saturday and Sunday,
respectively. The losses came at
the heels of a dramatic 3-2 victory over the nationally ranked
Stanford Cardinal. The Toreros
exerted their dominance over
the Gaels, who fell to 18-21 , 5-7
in the West Coast Conference.
At home the team has been less
than superb, winning in only
three of their 11 contests. The
only glimmer of hope is in their
resilience, as they improved day-

to-day, getting as close at four
runs come Sunday.
Junior starting pitcher Mark
Anderson remains above .500
for the season, being handed the
loss to bring him to a 6-4 record
for the year. His struggles in
the first inning were put behind
him temporarily, as he retired
11 of 12 batters spanning from
the second inning to the fifth.
He ended the game having
pitched six complete innings,
allowing seven hits, five runs,
three earned with a walk and
six strikeouts.
The Gaels' woes on the defensive were matched by an equally
lackluster offense, as San Diego
pitcher Calvin Drummond
pitched a solid first five innings
before Troy Channing' 13 man-

aged a leadoff single. Finishing
the game for the home team was
freshman Thomas Cortese, who
was uncharacteristically poor
in his effort. The righty threw
three wild pitches while hitting
a batter. In three innings he allowed three hits, five runs, and
two earned with four walks and
two strikeouts.
The second game proved to
be less disparaging, as the Gaels
managed to tally a couple runs in
a 2-8 losing effort on Saturday.
The name of the game in the
second contest was errors, four
to be exact on the part of the
Gaels, which led to Toreros runs.
USD's catcher Zack Kometani
continued to hassle the Gaels,
improving to 6-10 in the series
with six runs scored and four

RBI's, as well as five doubles .
Th e offense fa ired better in

this match for Saint Mary's, as
Michael Gastelum ' 11 reached
base on an error before Justin
Fazio ' 11 doubled , putting runners at second and third . USD
starting pitcher Chris Jensen
threw a wild pitch , bringing
home Gastelum before Patrick
Wisdom ' 13 popped out to
advance Fazio to third. Once
again Jensen threw a wild pitch
and once again the Gaels benefited as Fazio tied the game up
at two apiece.
Junior starting pitcher Kyle
Barraclough kept the third game
tight, holding San Diego to two
runs on five hits through seven
innings. The Gaels offense

BASEBALL, p7

Softball splits games on Saturday, drops two on Sunday
Offense struggles despite hot start against University of San Diego
bv George Robles
Assistant Sports Editor

Softball earned one victory
over the University of San Diego
Saturday 3-0 before falling in the
second game 4-5 . The very next
day, the Gaels lost the doubleheader by scores of 1-4 and 0-8.
In game one of the series, the
Gaels' bats came alive with nine
hits. They were led by center
fielder Brittany Sabatini who went
3-4 with an RBI. Junior pitcher
Brittany Linton earned the twohit complete game shutout while
only walking one and striking

out two.
In the second game Saturday,
the Gaels scored three runs in the
top of the fifth inning to rally from
a 0-4 deficit and then scored another run in the sixth inning after
Brittany Sabatini doubled to left
field. San Diego would then score
a walk-off singles in the bottom of
the seventh to defeat Saint Mary's
5-4. Brittany Linton was tagged
with the loss.
Junior Kayla Gonzales and
Sophomore Megan Smith had
the only hits for Saint Mary's in
Sunday's first game and kept it
close until San Diego took the
lead in the fourth inning and
never looked back en route to the
4-1 win over the Gaels. Brittany
Linton was yet again given the
loss after giving up eight hits and

three earned runs and her
record drops to 10-8 on
the year.
In the last game of
the series, the Gaels were
shut down as they were
held to only three hits.
The Toreros poured on
six runs in the top of
the fourth-inning after a
grand-slam to give them
the 8-0 lead as the game
would finish with that
score.
The Gaels will return
home in the final series
of the season against
Santa Clara with doubleheaders scheduled for
Saturday and Sunday
with the last game of the
Courtesy s mcgaels.com
series being Senior Day.
Brittany Linton earned the Gaels' only victory of the weekend on Saturday

